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To speak of Ouspensky, is to speak of Gurdjieff. And to speak of Gurdjieff
and OQuspensky, is to speak of the esoteric Tradition that was divulged in a
fragmentary form by the one with the substantial help of the other (1).

The great difficulty in dealing with esoteric problems lies in the fact that
our highly analytical civilization, with its endless specialization in all branches
has managed to create a very cultured elite, but with this particularity: the
intellectual possesses only an infinitely small degree of Knowledge, He may be a
great specialist in his branech, but have only very summary notions on the rest. Now,
as this rest includes the whole of life which is becoming more and more complex and

Severgjh, the slicing up of Knowledge has been accompanied by the creation of a
whole system of "bButtons", so that, by just pressing them, the individual may obtain

all the desired effects, without going through the study and work - but paying what
is necessary, of course.

Thus, the art of living actually boils down to the acquisition of thorough
knowledge in a narrow sector of the Whole — which already gives access to riches

and honour - and to the clever utilization of the "press-button" system which meets
all our requirements in the other sectors. Of course, the same thing existed at the

time of the Greeks and the Romans, but, as the ancient world did not know what
excessive specialization was, the "press-button" sector was very limited, whereas

‘the sector of thorough knowledge included almost all the Knowledge of that epoch.

The system of speeialization which, in studies and in practice, is only a
Judicious division of work,is responsible for the marvels of prgress, But, on
another hand, it has made man lose the habit of thinking deeply, except in his
own branch,

This, in turn, has led to the unbalanced formation of the man belonging to the
contemporary elite:besides a highly eritical turn of mind, he has subconsciously
developed a certain nalvety regarding anything that overlaps his speciality or its
neighbouring sectors,

{1) Fragments of un Unknown Teaching, by P.D, Ouspensky. Bd. Stock, 1950.

In the Editor's Note, one may read the following lines: £ vast cosmogonical
system... an entirely unknown psychology and physiology (in Occident, B.M.)..

2 whole group of different techniques enabling man.to acqulre real freedom by
working on himself. This is what the reader will flndrfhls york,



o
The study of the esoteric Tradition - and the conquest of the objectives it
pursues - demand prudent circumspection, and, above aJ.]lth’orough reflexion. Nothing
can be obtained in this domain by pressing "butions". On the contrary, this credulity
with which, for example, we dial a telephone — number, being sure of getting our
correspondent at the other end of the wirs, calp be disastrous when applied to

csoteric studies,

A eritical mind, discermment and clear judgement are required here, even more
than in the study of positive science. All said and dome, the risk is not great in
the latter. It is merely limited to a lack of succsss, the object studied being
outside the student. But,in esoteric research, the student and the object of his
studies are one and the same thing. Whereas positive philosophy studies man under
his abstract aspect, esoteric philosophy studies man himself, especially the one who
undertakes this research, The method of introspection practised in all esoteric
schools, including the excercises that follow, inevitably endanger the Personality
of the student - and this, right from the beginning. For, he is called upon to
concentrate hig efforts on his own Personality, and not on theoretical notions or
on the Personalities of others, This is precisely in view of obtaining his
fransformation. A wicked or cruel man can make 2 scientific discovery. This is
i=possible in esoterism. For, before undertaking any constructive work, the student
is obliged to discipline and balance his psychieism, that is, his own personality,

This does not present any danger if the work is done correctly, anc‘tamed
Srough successfully. But, if it is abandoned half — way, or carried out under the
direction of an incompetent, or still worse, a calculating professor, it can lead to
== worst catastrophes. A disintegration of the Personality is the usual result in
=== cases. A certain uneasiness, moral depression and pessimism accompanied by
persecution — mania, are the symptoms of this progressive disintegration. In serious
e=ses, it can lead to a complete unbalance which can reach the very denial of Self,
2=8 end wp in suicide,

+ + o+

Sriticsl analysis, which is the basic method of positive science, plays the
=== mle in esoteric studies. Thus, the scientific value of these two branches of
Emssledge is absolutely equal, But there is a difference in application which
=t be pointed ont.

in positive science, a postulate can be explained and proved publicly, as the

SEwent's odject of ctudy is not one with him, Subjected to a severe critical analysis
Wy simar s=vants, his thesis is scientifically zcknowledged only if it stands the

*= esoteric studies, the essential part of the work takes place introspectively,
B S fmmer world of the seeker. And, as the latter and the object of his research
e == the same thing, it is materially impossible to submit his inner experiences
& semd=mic examination,



Tet, students are not asked to accept postulates in esoteric matters on
sight. On the contrary, they are told to reject all credulous fendencies, But,
seeing that the object and nature of their studies belongs to their imner world
and leads them to the new or the unknown, they are advised not to demolish the

postulates strai, -_Ta-y- and accept them later on, but to try and lean on them and

confim them by their own experience, according to the methods indicated. And, if,
after having applied them conscientiously an;i_lﬁl_tgenﬂy. they do not obtain the

mised results, they will then have the right to reject them,

The eritical mind is, therefore, required in esoteric studies, just as much
&8 in positive studies, Pub, whersas the latter start from the eentre anl fr; to
Fereh a'l points of the cireumferenee by the radiation of specialization, the
former start from the periphery and work towards the centre,

These elementary notions should help the reader who is mot familiar with this
subject - matter, to understand our present study which deals with: Ouspensky,
ieff and the Fragments of an Unknown Teaching.

II
My feelings were mixed when I received the volume of Fragments of an Unknown

eaching (2) in 1051, T kney Ouspensky well in the old days. Our friendship was
b=sed on the same interests - the same passion for researcli. In 1920 — 21, I

#Stended his public conferences in Constantinople, and it was there that he put
€ in touch with G.I. Curdjieff. It was there that T learned the latter's

Swten as well. Ouspensky and I had long discussions about it there later on
2= london and in Paris,

Baving settled down in London in 1921, Ouspensky sbarted writing his
f==sments. e wipte the manuscript in Russian and, later on, entrusted the work
® fzanslating it to the Baroness 0.A. Rausch de Traubenberg, who was living in
PRESs 2% the time. I was asked fo check up on it to see if it were all right,

BEs work progressed slowly in 1924 and the following years - until Mrs. Rausch's
ESh 3n 19268, Besides asking me to see if the translation was correct, Ouspensky
fed =y criticisms on the basic subject -~ matter itself. I did this willingly,
Brily in my letters, but mainly during the long discussions we had when he came
P London {o Paris,

—=

3. Duspensicy, Fragments of an Unknown Teaching, ED Stock, Paris 1950.
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I helped him with his manuscript to be of serviee to him, as he did not

knpw French very well; and also because it gave me the opportunity of discussing

all the elaments of the system with him., We did not always agree on the

inﬁerpretation of certain of its aspects, nor, somefimes, on ita profound

meaning, Tut fthis did not mar our friendship, our discussions being based on the

prineiple: Amiecus Plato, sed magig amica veritas.

+ o+ F

My last meeting with Quspensky took place in May 1937, when I went o see
fim in Iondon — in the castle of Lyne, not far from the capital, where hr was
living with his followers., We spoke of the Fragments of course.

I was against the idea of publishing them, It seemed to me that, because of
ite very nature, the esoteric doctririe could not be explained in detail through
the medium of the written word alons. This is probably why the Apostle St John
gaid: ....e e which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the
world itsel self could not contain the books that should be writtens (3)-

Ouspensky ended up by sharing my point of view. The best proof of this is
that he did not publish the Fragments even though the text was completed about
twenty years before his death.

There were other reasons for my negative attitude. Ouspensky, — and even more
50, his entourage, — did not make a clear (istinetion between the message and the
messenger. This does not mean that the idea of separating them never oceurred to him.
He speaks of it in his Fragments, but in temms that betray his weakness, (4).If, in
1924 after eight years of work with Gurdjieff, he left the latter, it was only a
"corporeal separation', and not a complete divorce, as it should have been.
Uuspensky placed the messenger, that is, Gurdjieff at the centre of the whirlwind
of evenbs that bore him along. So much so, that, in Constantinople, in 1921, he
sampared Gurdjieff to Socrates, insinuating that his own role was that of Plato.

83t Socrates was a hero; and Gurdjieff was a bon-vivant,

Yet, one must not minimize his merit, Gurdjieff only had a primary education
&nd, in spite of it, delivered his message without making any glaring contradictions,
Une can realize the magnitude of his effort if one recalls that Ouspensky, who was a
Salented writer and philosopher, took at least ten years to explain this versame

message, and another ten years to make all the necessary corrections.

(}J John, XXT, 25
4] FPmegments, p. 519 and foll,
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A journalist by profession, he unintentionally wrote the Fragments like a
twentieth-century newspaper report, that is, with a strong personal bias, In
short, the Fragments are nothing more than "Gurdjieff, as seen by Ouspensky".

The essential thing was to transplant the message in what wae its native
soil, so that it could spread ite roots and yield fruit,

It was soon clear to me that, for this purpose, it would have been necessary

%0 place the message in its historical context. If not, it was condemned to stay

a dead letter, or worse still, to engender dangerous deviations.

Ouspensky did not adopt a clear stand towards Gurdjieff, He should have
taken care of the message, and left the messenger, with all his qualities and
faults, to his life of adventure. But he was prevented from doing this because
ire was under the latter's personal spell,

He was incapable of resisting this influence for seversl reasons Firstly,
because of his character - Though subject to fits of temper, he was chaming,
and amiable, very clever in dialectics, but not a strong man, And then, he was a
self-taught person, He had not even completed his secondary schooling. Good-hearted,
full of ideas, and a talented writer, he was, nevertheless, not inwardly protected
by that precious armour which is the scientifio method. Everything about him was
irresolute, unanchored, and therefore, open to outside influences. He has been a
lone man all his life, and suffered many disappointments and frustrations, (5)e
Gurdjieff, on the contrary, was a strong-character ed man, even though his

horizon was rather limited, He managed to dmpose himself on Ouspensky,

The latter dreamed of the marvellous (6), and rather nafvely believed that
surdjieff had some sort of secret that was behind all the ideas, postulates, and
schemata that, together, formed the message. He used to say that it was necessary
%0 know how to "pump" Gurdjieff in order to obtain this famous secret. But, as we

will see further on, there was nething at all of this sort, There was nothlng but
fellowness and "magic".

-
Wi
—t

Ouspensky's The Cinemodrama is nothing more than his own biography, and

concerns the first part of his life. Here, we learn how and why he never received

a higher intellectual formation, nor, for that matter, even a secondary one,
8] Hef. Fragments, pages 45, 369, 370.
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Ouspensky hoped for "Geeds" (7), and, in spite of a few fits of depression,
he looked forward to these acts with pure, naIve faith,

He wasy thus, subject to hypnotie sugge;ﬁons, and this was precisely what
enabled Gurdjieff to furnish the "desired dee?tl:ls", He bound Ouspensky to him in
this way, and made use of him for several yeaks: especially to find the necessary
funds for his various "Institutes" (8). One may even say that, without Ouspensky,
Gurdjieff's career im the West would f)robably have been limited to endless
meetings in cafés,

Gurdjieff's hold over Ouspensky was cleverly calculated and establishi’
right from the beginning. In the Fragments (9), Ouspensky relates how he was ¢isyn

drawn towards Gurdjieff, and how the latter consolidated this tie.
Know ™
Wefthat a normal, healthy individual can easily resist the hypnotiser’s

efforts if he does not wish to be hypnotised. This is why professional
hypnotisers try 1o create an "atmosphere" first, Gurdjieff found Ouspensky's
case all the more easy, as the latier longed for "acts", and looked for the
"miraculous" with all the the strength of his fresh eredulity, even though he
thoughl himself very realistic.

The hold over him was established already in Moscow, and later on, in
Finmland, It was so strong that, several years later, when h%__ii- was writing his
¥ragments, he related very simply, how Gurdjieff had told him that he understood

sothing  (10) of his remargwable treatise, Tertiu Organum (11),

We know that, when a patient desires to submit to the hypnotiser's wi. "
i% is almost impossible for a third person to de - hypnotise him., This wasFt wag
pointless to try and make Ouspensky recognize the absurdity of such an agsertion,
wiihiout mentioning Gurdjieff's insolence, The hypnosis had its redoutable effects,
Asguments based on simplée common sense left him cold in this casse. He used to get
irritaged, and say that I was the one who did mol unferstand anyiling.... Ie
#£2 not know - and this is paradowal - that higher knowledge of zny kind never

rmans counter to common sense.

{7 14, pages 45, 369,

(=) Bizpenaly says it himself, He had this idea as scon as he met Gurdjieff

Lisd, p. 3). VWes it the latter who suggested it to him ?

£8) ®5. quot., p. 71 and passim.

A0 Co. quot., p. 41, Preteatious titls, Ouspensky chose it to place his work
in the same line of succession as Aristotle's Organon and Bacen's Nevum
Izagum,

1) Teda.
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One day, Ouspensky and I met at Mrs. Rausch's house. She had invited us

to dinner; and, when leaving the table, her son, a boy of twelve at the time, Trou

brought out hiszalbum and asked us to write something in it. He held it out

o me first. I wrote: Whatever happens to you in life, never forget that twice

times two never makes four...

A witticism ? - Of course! But it applies wholly to Ouspensky when regarded
Trom the angle that interests us at the mement...

He smiled and glanced at me mischiewously, Alek read what we had written,
and showed it to his mother. The latter, who knew Ouspensky well, shrugged her
, shouPders, looked at each of us in turn, and said:
~ I recognize both of you so well in your maxims |}

+ + +

Gurdjieff used Ouspensky and the system, for that matter, to draw people to
£im so that he could exercise his direct influence over them, Ouspensky was not
toe only decoy; others, after him, played the same wole., But at the time I was
=aking my observations, Ouspensky was, without a doubt, the principal figure.

Gurdjieff exercised his influence within his orbit in a very simple but
Erutal manmer. Apart from the contents of the message, there was what he called
the Work. Without taking into account the "conversations" and "exercises", this
“surk'consisted in persuading his disciples that they wewe literally nothing,

W¥ithout beating about the bush, he used to tell them that they were nothing
=ore than garbage. And people accepted this. Towards the end, when he left
Mtnu%le‘p’i’ - Avon feor Paris, his expressions became even cruder, and he told
T=ose who approached him in the hope of a revelation that they were just "dung".

¥e naat not, however, be over-astonished by these facts. Cagliostro, "Mattre
FEilispe”, and Rasputin provide us with even more striking examples im this line.
It is = common fallacy to think that this sort of phenomei}% specifically Russian,
&= Sypical of the socalled "Slav spirit". But 'Maftre Philippe" was a Frenchmann;
WS Sheush Raspoutin was a Russian, one must mot forget that the imperial family
was of German extraction. During the one and a half centuries of their reignm, |
Smss of Holstein Gottorp chose German princesses as their Empresses, and the
Omu% ended up by being strongly Germanized, Yet, Raspgutin, who was an
flliterate peasant, excercised a very strong influence over the Hupress (nee
* of Ssr=stadt), and over Nicholas II. Besides, it did not stop there,.. many
=inisters, statesmen and deputies were also under his spell.
W=t zoal was Gurdjieff seeking ? Nobody khows. As in Raspfutin's case, it is
= ip decipher i?%through his gets. In the Fragments, Ouspensky tells us ‘-

1



that he asked Gurdjieff this guestion in the beginning, and that the latter
replied:

-I certainly have a goal, but do not ask me to talk of it, for my goal
cannot mean anything to you yet. What counts for you now, is to be able to
define your own goal. As for the teaching itself, it cannot have a goal.It
only shows men the best way to attain their goal, whatever that may be (12).

+ 4+ o+

Anpther question arises quite naturally: where did he find the contents
of the message - this system, which definitely bears traces of some ancient
wisdom ? Ouspensky, who was obsessed by the idea of esoberic schools (of which
he drew a very personal picture), had locked for them in the "Orient", but
¥ithout any result. But he was convinced that Gurdjieff knew nearly everything
=nd, one day, he asked the latter to enlighiten him on the subject. He obtained
the following reply:

- In the Orient, today, you will find only specialized schools; there are

=0 general schools. Every master, or guru, is a specialist in some subject, One
is an astronomer, another a sculptor, a third +mxsa_c1an, and before all, the .
student should study the subject that is his master's speciality. After that,
fi= can go on to another subject, and so on. In this way, it would take him a
=tllion years to study everything.

~ But how did you study ?

~ I was not alone, There were all kinds of specialists amongst us, Each
@m= studied according to the methods prescribed for his particular science.
£f%er that, when we met, we used to inform-each other of the re-&’&s we had

sEtained,

— And where are your companions now ?

Gurdjieff was silent for a while; then, with a faraway look, he said:

-~ Some of them are dead; others are pursuing their work; and still others
in monastic seclusion.

T8is last phrase from the monastic vocabulary, continues Ouspensky, heard
& soment when T least expected it, made me feel strangely awkward,And,

vy I realized that Gurdjieff was leading me on,.and deliberately

& 2 5 word, from time to time, that would interest me and orientate my

S, D. 149. The italics are ours.



thoughts in a definite direction (13). When I tried to ask him more clearly,
¥here he had lesrnett what he knew, #rom which source it had come, and the extent
of his knowledge, he would not give me a direct reply (14).

+ o+ +

In esoteric matters, the lie cannot cover and, indeed, does not cover all
possible human relationships. There are sectors where no one cah lie, or at least,
lie completely. Ouspensky's last question lay within this sector, but he did not
knew the law we have just mentioned, and this is certainly the reason why he did
not ask the question in the right way.

One day, while sitting with Gurdjieff in the Cafe de la paix in Paris, 1
asked him point - blank:

~I think that the Christian doctrine is at the root of the system. What
do you say ?

It is the A.B.C., he replied. But they -they do not understand anything!
- Is this gystem yours ?

e NO,‘.,

Where did you find it ? - Where did you learn it ?
Maybe, I stole it.... (15).

My relationship with Curdjieff was rather special, I met him several times
in Constantinople, Fontairbleau and Paris, but was never a member of his = -~

"Institutes". In other wor&s, 1 was never dependent on him at any time,Hence,

untlike his immediate entourage, I was outside the zone of his personal influence,
And the reader must know that the hypnotie influence, like any other natural

influence, is inversely proportionaterts the sguare of the distance: that is,

physieal or psychical distance, or both., The effects of Gurdjieff's influence

over his entourage were visible, He could suggest any absurdity, nay, monstrosity
to his disciples, and be sure that they would accept iﬁenthusiastically as

though it were a revelation. People do not reason any more in the psychological

condition that is created in this way. Bverything was right and good, because

thus spake Zarathustra (16).

(15) This is how one may excercise the hypnotie influence without sending the

subject into a trance,

(24) Fragments, pages 35 - 36,

(15) Compare with p. 83 of Fragments, second paragraph, lines 6 and 7,

(15) Compare this phenomenon with the one described in Dostoievsky's
Village of Stepantchikovo.
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They did not know that it was a method - and a method that is well-known
everywhere in the Orient, where the teaching tending towards the truth is, sometimes,
enveloped in a corset of the most shocking contradictions. This is done with the
final aim of finding some resistance; and with the immediate aim of placing the
disciple between two groups of forces: of attraction and of repulsion, This is %o
provoke a certain anxiety in him, and through it, an intense inner struggle of
affirmation and negation, or, in technical terms, that friction which should
produce the heat that will light the fire (17). For the Christian doctrine teaches

us that the road towards the truth passes through doubt,.By multiplying the doubts
in the student's mind and heart, one offers him the opportumity of going through
the preﬂﬂni&hry stage more rapidly.

Allusions to this very efficacious method may be found in the four Gospels,
the Epistles, and in other yritings of the Doctors of the oecumenical Chich, but
it hag the following drawback: too strongly, it unabalances the subject completely,
One does not have too many seruples about this in the Orient ; where unbalanced
people are usually looked upon as a sort of waste-product. For, they say, our life
is not ourselves, and does not belong to us; it is loaned to u recisely for this
major experience, and if it ig not a success, so much the worse.., Does not the

parable of the talents tell us so explicitly 7 (18)

We must not forget to mention that, while creating this atmosphere around
bim - with a great deal of savoir-faire — Gurdjieff warned his followers several
times, He used to repeat that people'long to be fooled, and that they love to ~elzswa

believe the tales they make up themselves. These warnings, however, were not

Beeded, Some thought the Master was Just joking; others, while taking these.

=axims seriously, applied them only to their neighbours; still others said that
Shey should be interpreted in a more elevated Sense. ...

It is easy to understand that, when some one from the outside, like myself

%ried fo raise his voice against the idolatry that ended up by making a sort of
Cagliostro or rasputin of Gurdjieff, they looked at me with condescension, or
FWen compassion,

+ 4+ 4

1L7) Tnis inner fire is necessary %o produce the alloy, after which, the man
Becomes complete and permanent.
1318) Matthew, XXV, 24-7%0

e
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From the beginning, it seemed clear to mekhat, before this system could
Be brought to Moscow or Petrograd, it would be necessary to cover a long
historical road - through the 1ai:?§giigiou3-centres of Bigypt, ancient Greece,
-and Asia Minor, to end up finally in the heart of the Oriental Orthodoxy on
Russian soil - the last survivor of the anecient world, These were the
indications I was able to glean from the research made in this domain by
Andrey Mouravieff during the latter part of the XIX th. century. He consecrated
= great part of his life to voyages in the Near East, and travelled in Egypt, the
Bely Land, Asia Minor | right up to Armenia and Kurdistan) in eearch of ancient
Zamiscripts and traditions, Court Chamberlain and Member of the Holy Synod, he
founded the Saint Andrew monastry at Mount Athos, with a guest-house for pilgrims
at Constantinople. When he died in Kiev in 1874, he left to his favourite followers,
he mission of continuing his research in the region of Kars, the Ourmiah and Van
'I iskes, Azerbaidjan in Persia, and finally, Central Asia (19).

Talkking all this into account, I pursued my own research with comparative
studies of the original elements of Russian culture and the sources of the
Criental Orthodoxy. And thus, I finally managed to situate Gurdjieff's message
in its historiecal context, But, in order to to do this, I was obliged to go back

%0 the ancient pre-Christian Slav beliefs, and to establish their relationship

with those of the Scythians, the ancient Indians and Egyptians, I was also forced
2 study such monumental works as the Philokalia, and then, the Gospels, with the
¥eys thus obtained; and finally, King David's CXVIIIth, Psalm which contains this
¥ery same system in a compaet form.

The result of this research was, that the message no longer seemed a heap of
“Eragments" nor an "unknown teaching" to me, Placed with in its historical framework
&= on its native soil, it lost its sensational character and "exotic" touch, and
=spe=sred as a groundwork of symbols; parables and allusions that are found
=Fersehere and known by%veryene. It was also the basis of the ancient beliefs of
8= Scythians and the Slavs which are to be found in the Byzantine-Russian
Srisodoxy.

I was also able to establish that the "fragments" were known in the Oceident
Swards the latter half of the Middle Ages, As in the Orient, they were probably
Ssberited from the esoteric teachings of the ancient wor®# and handed down through
P=Smisive Christianity,

Certain traces still exist, and constitute the clue that awaits explorers,

#= will come back to this in another work that is being prepared actually
By Boris Mouravieff,
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Eatherine Mansfield's death at the "Institute” (20) came ag a great shock to
ﬁspenaky. and made him take the decision to break with Gurdjieff, But he was even
=ore impressed when he heard of Gurdjieff's accident at the national highway crossing
shere the Paris - Fontainebleau road (No 7) meets the Versailles — Choigy-1le-Roi
moad (Mo 168).

Gurdjieff was driving alone from Paris to the Priory. It was at night. No one

knows the exact cause of this ac.ci.dent, but the fact remains, that at a speed of -
aPeut sixty kms. an hour, he drove straight into a tree, and was badly hurt, Having
B=ard about the accident,Ouspensky came from London to Paris, and we visited the
sife of the accident together,

Prostrate and overvhelmed, he was silent for a long time; then, he said:

- I am afraid.,.lt's terrible.. .George Ivanovitch's Institute was created in
order to help us escape from the law of chance which governs our lives; and now, he
B3c fallen under the sway of this law himself,..

He continued:

= I am still yondering if it was reail%r’ fortuitous ? - Gurdjieff always mocked
&% honesty and the human personality as a rule, Hasn't he overstepped the limite ?
I'm telling you, I am terribly afraid )

We returned in silence, At Tontainebleau, we stopped at a restaurant for lunch,
fe asked me to telephone to the Priory (21) and talk to his daughter-in-law who was
ene of the "philosophers of the forest"; but she was not there,

During the course of the lunch, Ouspensky could not stop discissing the veal
walue of honmesty, It was obviously an important problem for him, and this seemed to
9 2 turning-point in his life, Through an association of ideas that I found
incomprehensible, he seemed to connect the question of honesty with the accident
at had befallen Gurdjieff,

= + +

However, as we have already said, Ouspensky's separation from Gurdjieff was
purely physical, After that, he never liked to return to the analysis of the
“Surijieff phenomenon" - at least, never im his conversations with me. I noticed
&is reluctance, and asked him why he avoided talking about a subject which, in my
opinion, could be instructive forg both of us.

{20) Pragments, pp. 534, 575. |
(za) Uuspensky did not let anyone know that he was at Fontainebleau,
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1% was late at night, in a bar in Montmartre, Ouspensky had wanted to round
af the evening there, after a good dinner at a restaurant on the Place St-Michel,

Suddenly, his expression changed. I had the impression that the man in front

of me was a different person from the one with whom I had spent such an interesting

=nd agreeable evening. He tourned on me brusquely and said in a strangled voice:

=~ Suppose some one in the family had committed a crime; one would not speak
of it in thefamily !

1t was my turn to be afraid. I had a feeling that Ouspensky could not refer to
this subject; as soon as he tried to touch upon it, he seemed to come up against an
abstacle - an interdiction. Was it a hypnotic effect ? I repeat, I felt a cold

shiver run down my spine at that mement.
+ + +

It was clear that Ouspensky was still tied to Gurdjieff, in spite of the
Sistance that lay between them; and it was clear that this tie was foreed upon him,

Once again, 1 thought that this curious phenomenon was due to the fact that
Cuspensky had not had the advantage of a solid academical formation. Though applied
in a slightly different manner, the positive scientifical method is essential in
ssoteric research, and is the only guarantee an intellectual can have when he
undertakes this kind of study. This is exactly what Ouspensky did not have,

His wife, who was strong-willed and domineering, was one of Gurdjieff's
fervent disciples - before, and after the rupture. She belonged to the group of .. & &

inetructors. The latter gave one a strange impression.

1 had the privilege of approaching them from the outside, and after long
intervals, durdng which, they certainly forgot what they had told me on the
previous occasions,

¥hen they spoke of their work, it was always the same refrain, copied from the

m=ster's formula. Without realizing it, they sometimes even imitated Gurdjieff's
Lsacasian accent when they repeated his expressions, explanations, and impositions,

— When you come here, they used to say condescendingly, you enter into an
&%=osphere that makes you transparent, You are standing there as though you were
ssmnletely naked under a bell-glass, We can observe you from all angles, and on
all sides |

Tears later, this reference to the "bell-glass" was still brought back on to the

=srpet, accompanied by the same smiles, the same expressions and the same gestures,
W=y wer= like robots, repeating the same records over and over again (22),

122) Fruements, pag. 384, 385 and 371,
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They were plunged in a deep hypnotic sleep, while they sincerely believed
Bat they were wide awske. It was the masterks will that act ed in them, Hgking

ReidhohEkek them Tecite the lesson they had learned by

"E:_I_. 1957, Ouspenskaya told me at Lyne:

— When I saw Ceorge Ivanovitch for the first time, I said to him: "George
Ivenoviteh, 1 see something great in you!"

It was about the d#me tenth time she was repeating the same phrase to me!
The first must have beellin Constantinople in 1921,

- Always the same phrase, the same intonations, the same gestures, the same

wseending 'm-ile.ooi
+ + +

The thing that baffled most people was that these words were true. Esoteric .-
§tudies,when conducted as they should be, very soon reveal the mechanical side of
our psychism, and the absence of a stable, permanent 4 in ourseiwds, lhey indicate
he Impossibility of doing something in our actual condition; for everything
Esppens o us. But, words and acts, or to appear and to be, are not one and the .
same thing, Verbosity and "records" are not sufficient, The efforts one has to

==ke are congiderable; they must be parmanent, and above all, conseious, This is
%8s only way one can learn to know oneself firat, and then, conquer this human

mephzniealness to become a cinsistent man who is the master of one self,

But Gurdjieff, or rather, the members of his entourage, were distoring these
ifeas and giving them unhealthy undertones: they were ne longer related to an object
of study or deep research to find, if possible, an outlet to the labyrinth of our
iie-ridden personality. But they were calculated to strip the neophyte of the
1ittle that remained of his free will, or of the:ifew vestiges of conseciousness and

=imple common sense he possessed,

&s for Gurdjieff, he had consideration for only those who offered some
resistance. He respected them, For the others, including the automatons he had
&3 instructors, he displayed a profound disdain. He had the same attitude towards
*he “"workers" who lived with him, with board and lodging at his expense. Among
these whom T met at the"Institutes" in Constantinople and -antaix%iew, there was

S

mot & single one who was sufficiently prepared. Ouspensky, of course, was the only
szeeption; but, for the reasons we have just mentioned, he was neutralized.

Gurdjieff impressed Ouspensky to such an extent that he left his stamp on
=im for life, This was due to the fact that Ouspensky learned the message at a

| fime when he yas not apt to assimilate it properly.
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This was not Gurdjieff's message, and he never pretended that it was. It was
& part of the esoteric Oriental Orthodox Tradition, which can be traced back
to ancient Egypt and Throught it, to times immemorial.

Ouspensky was well-versed in the Gospels; but he did not know the Doctrine,
that is, the sum of commentaires left by the Doctors of the cecumenical Church.
As far as I know, he was notrinitiated in the oral Tradition either, except by
Gurdjieff. The latter was his only reference, and this deprived him of the
possibility of verifying. And if he rushed into it headlong, it was because he
confused the message and the messenger,

We must not, however, Jump to facile and hasty conclusions.The matter ig: b

subtle and requires delicate discernment. Let us not forget that John Climaque ¢ -—‘_;*d
(23), who was a great authority on these matters, said: If you see shortecomings

in your guide, as a man, do not attach too much importance to them; follow after

his precepts, or leise you will learn nothing,

One must, therefore, be prudent in one's judgement,
+ 4+ %+

In order to get a clear idea of Gurjieff's work, one must distinguish between

three categories of elements:

1) the fragments of the esoteric Christian Tradition;
2) some fragments of certain Muslim traditionj';l'

3) his own ideas and inventions,

From the esoteric point of view, the two last categories are of no interest:
meither for their content, nor as methods of application. What helerived from the
Muslim traditions may be of some value from an artistic point of view; but as for
the third category, it is of no interest whatsoever except, perhaps, for thelfact
that it represents the "Gurdjieff phenomenon". It is incredible that the latter
was possible in the contemporary cultured layers of society; but we must not
forget that the "Raspyutin phenomenon", which was even more unbelievable was,

msevertheless, real,

Gurdjieff's written work, which appeared under the title: Belzebuth's
Tales to Nis Grandson, with the sub-title: ALl and Bverything (24) was published

(23) A Doctor of the Church, born in Palestine around 525 A.D.; died in the year
605, Was superior of the Mount Sinaf monastry. His principal work is the
Climaux or Ladder, from which his surname was drawn,

(24) The French version #Critique objectivement impartiale de la vie des hommes®
appeared in 19?5, Id, Janus, Paris,v® comprises 1.178 pages. The “erman version
was "All upd Alles" '
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by his disciples, in English first, and then in French, This "inter—planetary"

tale resembles Mrs. Krzanowska's (Rochester) novels which were crowned by the
French Academy, and which were so popular with the Russian youth before the
first World War. It deals with the same subjects,such as inter-planetary voyages,
and excursions in the fathomless past and future, But Belzebuth cuts a poor
figure beside the Sages, the Iron Chancellor of Anciebt Egypt, and the Spider's
Web. Tt lacks the rich imagination and accomplished prose that made the latter

80 successful,

It is a tiring task to read Gurdjieff's book; and after an attentive study,
I was able fo discover only about fifty interesting pages dealing with the first
category of elements we have mentioned higher up. The rest is a hotch-potch of
puerile details describing all kinds of extraordinary apparatuses, including
the invention of the grand piano, All this may interest a ten-year old boy!

The comparyison with Krzanowska's novels may be stretched even further,
for this novelist used the themes of the "struggle of the Wise Men" and "Shades
of Truth" long before Gurdjieff appeared on the sc_erlz};t Moscow and at Petrograd;
and they were the very subjects on which Gurdjieff wi!she_d to base his twe
"ballets", It was a tentative that never went beyond the preparatory stages. |

Two series of posthumous works are supposed to follow, but it is premature
to talk about them now.

As for the first category of incontestably valuable elements brought by &, .
Gurdjieff, and whi&t*:'onatitutc the contents of what is known as his mess e,
we have to thank Ouspensky for revealing them in his Fragments of an Unknown
Teaching. We will come back to this later on,

+ F 4

Gurdjieff died of dropsy in Paris in October 1949, The official version
is ‘that 'ﬁiejr removed the liguid from his body too rapidly - about eleven litres
2% a time - and that this was the direct cause of his death. However, Dorothy
Caruso, the famous tenor's widow, has something else to say in her memoirs, Her
Sestimony is even more interesting when one knows that she was one of the
“Sammaturge's" fervent admirers. She does not deny the fact that the disease
== Sropsy, nor that the liquid was drained too gquickly; but she mentions an
#sSomobile accident that took place shortly before Gurdjieff's death, and in
waichk Re "fractured some ribs, and had his face and hands covered with bruises
and zumms” etc..
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As far as I know, this was the third automobile accident that Gurd jieff
Bad had (25). Was it just a result of the "aw of chance", which can happen to
any mortal, or was it due to more serious causes? The latter was an idea that
had fmghtened Ouspensky at the time of the first accident on the Fontainebleau
It ¥e interesting to recall St Paul's words here:

- Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatscever a man soweth, that

shall he also. reap (26).

Iv

Now, let us return to Ouspensky and his Fragments, Ouspensky put all he
could into this work. We have already pointed out its weak ,rpointf that lies in
the fact that it is far too personal and writiten like a newspaper report, It
would gain a great deal if it were re-written, and the whole subjective aspect
were eliminated, It would then be reduced to about half its volume. But this is
not all,

The message contained in the esoteric Tradition, which is partly revealed
by b&).-'speﬂ'ﬁk-v in his Fragments, comprises a whole system of schemata, Thesge
‘schemata were created - no one knows when or by whomin order to help the students
understand new ideas and representations that are difficult, and which demand
i efforts to be understood and assimilated,

Another difficulty grows out of this,

Positive studies are based on the prineiple of information. For each
subject, the student assimilates a certain quantity of data that is included
in the syllabus. Creative work is not compulsory, In esoteric studies, creative
work is demanded right from the beginning. Without conscious efforts, or creative

£fforts, the student cannot go very far, In this domain, as in the researchq

[E:) Apart from the one that happened in 1924, he met with another accident in
1932, when ne was aecompantﬁd by Dr, Stjiernvall,
(26) galatians, VI, 7.
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Institutes, onme is called upon to conquer knowledge. The professor reveals

what is strictly necessary and sufficient to enable the student to delve deeper
into the subject through his own creative efforts.

We must remember that, in esoteriec subjects, the object studied and the
student are one and the same, Through the method of introspective observation,
the professor gradually introduces the student to his imner world, where he
should work like a scientist in his research - laboratory, avid for new  &rew
discoveries,

It is not sufficient to accumulate infosmation, of course. For example,
may learn the Gospel by heart, but never become a saint because of it. It is
absolutely necessary to sound the depths: the student must learn to think
Lik imlet - in order to bore his way through,

+ + +
we

This is wﬁnd Fragments of an Unknown Teaching perplexing,

I do not know who prepared the final text for publication. Without going
dnto a critical analysis of the passages which have been badly edited, I must
state that some of the schemata that illustrate the text, are faulty. Others
are completely missing. I do not think that Ouspensky himself could have
deformgd or omitted them. In any case, he did not mention it to me.

The fact is important. For example, let us study the following schema,

wiich is of the greatest importance to students of esoteric subjects. One can —

==e immediately, that it is incomplete, and that it is full of gross errors.
Here de the diagram as it figures in the F ents, with the commentary
*=at follogws it @

2
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V....life.

E....a man, taken eeparately.

A....influences created in life by life itself —— first type of influences.

B....influences created outside life, but thrown into the general whirlwind
of life - second type of influences.

Iii..._a.man linked to the esoteric eentre:imorder of succession, or

 pretending to be linked to it.

E....esoteric centre , situnated outside the general laws of life,

M,...magnetic centre in man.

C....influence of the man H, on the man H; in case of a real link with the
esoteric centre, whether this link is direct or indireet, this is an
influence of a third type. 1t is conscious, and under its action, in
& point M, which indicates the magnetic cenire, a man becomes free
from the law of accident.

_E_Iz...-a_ man who is mistaken himself, or who misleades others, having no

direct or indirect link with the esoteric centre.
+ + +

The diagrams contained in the system, as in most of the other esoteric
%=xta and monuments, are conceived in such a way that they provide one with
the means to verify their authenticity, and to detect the errors committed
By "editors or translators". If this were lacking, it would be impossible
%0 transmit them through the centuries and extinct civilizations. At the
same time, this means of verification offers the attentive student the
possibility of seizing the really profound meaning that is hidden behind
e apparent one. { picture p, foll.)

There is nothing 4urprising in this, This method is the basis of all
ssoteric teaching, Th'é student must be alert, and observe every infinitesimal
#e3ail in a text or monument at the same time as he takes in the vwhole, For
====ple, it is sufficient to throw a rapid glance at the bas-relief of
Beusis, which is attributed to Phidias, and which represents the sending
&%=y of Triptoleme. It is reproduced here, In this well — known scene which
== been given many interpretations, one gemerally attaches very little
Ssporiance, or none at all, to Persephone's gesture: her index finger,

Se=t intentionally, is held just over Triptoleme's sinciput,

Can one really believe that this was just a touch of the artist's whim?

= Farticusrly when one bears in mind that the autholjr of this master—piece

= been an épopte, i.e., one who was initiated into the Eleusinian
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L'envoi de Triptolénre.

Priptoleme being sent avay.
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This gesture is the key that gives us access to the profound significence
af the icon, Besides, the word £popbe means clairvoyant; and, according to the
oriental teaching, the pineal gland, which is situated precisely at the point
indicated by Persephone's finger, constitutes the organ of clairvoyance once
it has been duly developed by the appropriate excercises, In this way, one can
progressively understand the meaning of other details in the picture, and discover
he hidden meaning (that which was reserved for the initiated) of the whole
composition (27).

It is said that the Gospel is a book locked with seven locks; and that, in
ordef?%iaap the integral meaning, one must find the seven consecutive keys that
czn oﬁen it, The first key is given in the following symbols which usually
accompany the images of the evangelists when they are portrayed on icons:

Man, winged Lion, Bull and Eagle, respectively. The same symbols are added to

the Enneagramme, which is the basic schema revealed in the Fragments, and which
ancloses the whole system. Finally, one finds the same symbols on the armour
of some of the early Roman Emperors including Augustus,

As for the numbers 3 and 9, on which the Eneagramme and the whole message
are based, they are to be found in all the esoteric traditions of the world. For
example, one may recall the famous wall of nine dragons in the imperial palace at
Peking: and the traditional housing~plan of certain Negro tribes in Ethiopia and
around. In Russia, the numbers 3 and 9 and 3 x 9 figure in nearly all?%%pular
0ld legends (28). The Orthodox liturgy is also formulated on the baaié of nine
set points, though variable elements may intervene between them - according to
the seasons, days, feasts to celebrate or saints to venerate. The Church of
Saint Pasil the Blessed, built in the Kremlin in 1550 — 1560, by Ivan 1V, the
Shréatening, in commemoration of hip Kazan victory,- this masterpiece of Russian
architecture, which was a creation of Barma and Postnik - represents a group of

mine churches, one beside the other, and crowned by nine bilbous domes. Let us

not forget, either, that the ceremonies connected with the Eleusinian mysteries
lasted nine days, and finally, that Apcllo presided over a group of nine Muses,

+ + +

(27) It is said that, when duly developed, the pineal gland assumes a bulbous shope.
This is why the Russian architectural tradition gives this cﬂﬁﬁbteristic
form to church - domes,

(28) Refs: J, Polivka's interesting article: "The Numbers 9 and 3x9 in the Tales
.uf’thg Hagtern Slavs" (in French) in the Revue des BEtudes Slaves, Paris, 1927,
t.VIT, pp. 217 - 223. Ref.: also Afanasieff, Poetical Representations of

Nature in the Ancient Slavs (in Russian), in 3 vols., St-Petersbourz, 1865-69,




Let us go back to the schema. Here it is in its correct form:

The difference between the twe diagrams is ebvieus. New we will feollew
up with the cemmentaries:

"\ ///ZiThsse arrews represent the influences created in life by life itself,
*‘_:éiiij‘thc A influences. One may notice that the black arrews cever ihe whele
surface of the circle of life in an almost equal manmer. As with all the
forces radiating from Nature, their effect is inversely prepertionate to the
sguare of the distance, thus, man mainly suffers the influence of the arrews
of his immediate entourage, and is permanently at the mercy ef their momentary
result, The man witheut cannet escape the influence of the A arrews, and
buffeted about, he errs within the circle of his life from the time of his
birth to his death,

The human lot is thus, placed under the sway of the law ef chance, which

is formed by the group of A influences. Now, on examining the schema mere clesely,
ene will notice that every black arrew is nautraliipd by another sne, which is
equal in strength and diametrically eppesed te it - se much se, that if they

had been left te neutralize each other effectively, their general result weuld

be equal te zere. This signifies that, all tegether, the A influences are of

an illusery nature, theugh their effect is real. Phis—is-why men generally
+zkesthemr—to-be—-the theireffect4o—resl: This is why man generally takes
them to be the only reality in life.

\\i - The esoteric centre, situated outside the general laws eof life,

;):}' The B influences., These are the influences that are threwn in te the

<:::jszf}hirlwind of life from the esoteric centre. Created eutside life, these



-

22

influences are represented in the schema by white arrows. These arrows are all

orisnted in the same direction. All together, they form a sort of magnetic field,

Saeiifng that the A influences cancel each other out, the B influences are

in fact, the only reality in life,

; — Man taken separately. In the schema, he is represented by a small
t;:ircle covered with lines, This signifies that the nature of the involute

man iz not homogeneous, but mixed,

If a man spends his whole life without being able to distinguish between
the A and B influences, he will end it as he began it, that is to say,
mechanically, moved by the lay of chance, However, hecause of the force of the
mementary result under whose sway he lives, he can aven have a brilliant career, o
Secome a deputy, minister, scientist, orator or writer; but he will reach the end
ef his 1life without having understood or learned anything real. And "dust to
dizat returns’,

In life, every individual is, in fact, subjected to a sort of concurrence-test.
If he discerns the existence of the B influences, if he acquires the habit of

gathering and absorbing them, and if he aspires to assimilate them more and more,
fis mixed inner nature will begin to undergo a gradual evolution, And, if his
efforts are constant and sufficiently strong, a magnetic centre could begin to

take form in him, This magnetic centre is represented in the schema by the small
wnite space,

Unce this centre takes f%pl. it will, in turn, excercise an influence on
the sffects of the still-functiondng A arrows. A deviation then takes place; and
1% ean be violent. It constitutes a ftransgression of the general Law of life,
and provokes conflicts in and arcund the man, If he loses the battle, he comes
out convinced that the B influences are only an illusion, and that the A
influences represent the gole reality. Gradually, the magnetic centre that was
Tormed in him will dissolve disappear. His new situation will then be worse than &
the former one in which he could hardly discern the B influences.

But, if he comes out victorious from this first struggle, his magnetic
centre, consolidated and reinforced, will draw him towards a man of C influences -
stronger than himself, and possessing a more powerful magnetic centre, Thus,
through successive lénks, he will be connected to the espteric centre Ei(the man

of C influences being in fouch with a man of D influences, and so on ).



Thenceforth, in life, the man will never again be isolated. Of course, he
%211 continue to live under the sway of the A influences for a long time to come;
W, little by little, thanks to the effect of the chain influence B-C-D-E, hig
==metic centre will develop more and more, and as it grows, he will escape

“xom fhe hold of the law of chance and enter into the domain of cons@iousness,

If he arrives at this result before his death, heican say that his life
2a= not been lived in vain,

¥ + o+

Let us now study the very same diagram from a different agpect:

‘This second schema with the black magnetic centres, represents the case of
the man who is mistaken, and who, while imagining that he is absorbing the B
influences, is actually selectively taking in the A influenees, or black arrows,
which are, in a way, parallel to the white arrows of the B influences.

This will alse lead him to contact other people possessing magnetie centres
of the same nature, who are also mistaken, or who mislead others, These have no
&irect or indirect link with the esoteric Centre,

+ o+ o+

The reader may ask, How can & man avoid falling into the second category ?
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The reply is simple : the magmetic centre must be kept scrupulously purs
ihe wery beginning, and all along the evolutionary road.

+ o+ +

Our commentary on the schema is not exhaustive. An assiduous student will
mferstand the system even better after having meditated upon it. He will find

iZis schema comp_m‘._ae* whole series of human laws that are revealed in the

Ssnel in the form of parables or allusions.
'

I do not pretend that this necessarily brief study contains a complete
Smaleziz of the "Gurdjieff phenomenon" or of Ouspensky's work, I will be

SisfSed if it incites the disciples of one or the other to reconsider their
i .r.; Eﬂperiences-u

I Bave also written this for the students of Geneva University who, for
e list three years, have been attending my lectures on the esoteric Tradition

_S= Osiental Orthodoxy,

Fersonslly, I have always thought that the Gurdjieff case was a failure -
meecially after the automobile accident of 1924. Was he tempted by money, women

& dre=m of "power! ? He evoked for me a fallen angel. Sometimes, it seemed to
ER=t he was looking for some resistance — and did npt find any at all,,.

Surdiieff was not a clairvoyant, And, when in Constantinople, he thought it
2 strengihen his "Institute" to associate himself with a famous medium, who
B e wife of a Russian diplomat. Right after the pf’eli}ﬁin&ry*neetings-,- she
Femmninri iy declined to collaborate with him.

% 1= mv opinion that Gurdjieff never wholly recovered his physical and
S sspecities after his first automobile accident. And, if one concedes that

= somident was already the result of preceding deviations - since it was

#p by others - one must conclude that he was never able to surmount
8 Ewemment soirvit right up to the end,

EX s=i2 =ri done, he was not a "thau%tuzfge" like Cagliostro or Rasputin,

. Surzes of this kind do not die. They are killed. Gurdjieff was not of
Wame eSufT: Be died, as we know, of dropsy.

55 wou want, he used to say vehemently to newcomers.
= 38 7o wamt fo die like a dog 7
F=Dgeed this up by telling them that there was a means of escape - and
e I,
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Iid he escape himself 2
&5 for Ouspensky, he died because his kidneys stopped functioming. What was
==e czuse of his illness ? - Perhaps his excessive consumption of wine and alecohol?
Ex ihe 1520's, when he came from London to Paris, a dimner with him was alwaye
followed up by an all-night drinking session,

These are the facts, and the facts are sad.,

Esoteric research involves a particularly difficulﬁt:-. even perilous road, As
8= student advances, obstacles and temptations - prelesti, in the Orthodox
Tr=fition, rise up to bar the road. They take place on different planes, and at
e most unexpected times, These are trials, They sometimes appear in an a@’eéable
fomm: women, money or unmerited success, followed up, of course, by pride and
FEESSit. IT fhese do not succeed, they take on a disagreeable form,chiefly conveyed
mrough one's closest relatives or immediate circle, Is it not written: And a man's
fo=s shall be they of his own housshold (29)...1¢ one falls into the trap, one

B=s o start all over again from zero. And this time, it will be even more difficult,
9F, if the temptation is an agreeable one, even only apparently, one leaves the
Str=ignt and narrow path and follows the broad one leading to destruction...The
i2¥ Is explicit : there is no half measure,
+ o+ 4

& practical question may arise: what attitude should students adopt towards
&= "Curdjieff phenomenon" and Ouspensky's Fragments ? - The attentive reader will
#==21y find the response in the contents of our study : in the first case, it is
Becessary 10 separate the message from the messenger; and in the second, to go
'a'!_r.'lad *he inguiring stage, The example we have given higher up shows that, in
=iz way, one can manage to discover and eliminate errors,

ere is & fable that is well-known everywhers in the Orient. It is said that
SJere exists a race of particularly noble swans, which is that of the Roval Swan,
=2 £T ons places a recipient containing milk and water before him, he separates
e milk, drinks it, and leaves the water aside, Students should adopt this
&3titode,

F=2lly, those amongst them who have benefited - or are benefiting - from the
Be=s=ge, should be grateful to the messenger and to his interpreter. If they know
=% 0 pray, let them pray for the souls of the latter.

V=T metthen, X, 35; Mican, vIT, 6,
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